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religious dissensions, though it has been related in a general
way in the Rgveda that the dissenters who were called
Asuras were defeated, and expelled from the country. It is
just possible that some of the Asuras left the country, while
others withdrew to its remote parts or lived in Sapta-Sindhu
in a sort of armed truce during a part of Rgvedic times;
and it was only when the cleavage became well marked, and
the gulf between the two sects too wide to be bridged that
their final dispersion took place. There were many points
of agreement between the followers of Ahura Mazda, and the
Vedic Aryans. Both sects worshipped the Fire with
offerings, among which, however, the Asuras did not include
the flesh of sacrificed animals ; both worshipped many com-
mon Devas with identical names ; but the Asuras did not
acknowledge Indra to be the supreme Deva, though th^y
worshipped him in substance under the name of Vvtraghna;
both performed the Soma sacrifice which the Asuras (Iranians)
called Hoama sacrifice, though they objected to the intoxica-
ting properties of the juice, and tried to substitute the plant by
another of the same genus, and both were equally civilised and
powerful. The retention of the name of Asura fox their deities
by these dissenters, and the denial of Indra's existence or
superiority were the main points of difference and friction
between the two sects ; and the Vedic Aryans called them,
as we have seen, by the name of Asuras, used in the bad
sense of the word, which the latter retaliated by attaching
an equally bad sense to the word Dtva, which, however, had
no etymological justification as that of the worr* Asura, It
is sufficient, however, for our purpose to remember that these
dissenters were simply called Asuras and not Iranians, for
they had not settled in Iran or Alryana as yet.
The Brihma^as relate that the Asuras ste well as the
Devas were the progeny of Prajip ti and both performed
sacrifices and became powerful But the Asuras having tried
to establish their supremacy over the Devas, a conflict arose